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THE BUTLER FAMILY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 

BY JOHN BLAIR LINN. 

In 1848, when Gen. William 0. Butler was the Democratic 
candidate for Vice-President of the United States on the ticket 
with Gen. Lewis Cass, Francis P. Blair, Sen., of The Globe^ 
published some reminiscences of the Butler Family, which 
furnish the principal material for the following sketch of the 
Butler Family of the Pennsylvania Line in the Eevolutionary 
War and their descendants. 

Blair himself was of the Blair lineage of Fagg's Manor, 
Chester County — a race as remarkable over a century ago for 
its profound divines and scholars, its eloquent and impressive 
preachers, as in the present century for its distinctive promi- 
nence in the editorial chair, the cabinet, the halls of congress, 
and upon the field of battle. 

Thomas Butler (father of the family) was born in Kilkenny, 
Ireland, April 6, 172U, and was married there in 1742. Col. 
Eichard Butler, Col. William Butler, and Capt. Thomas 
Butler were born in Ireland. The family then emigrated to 
Cumberland Valley, settling at Carlisle, Penna., where Lieu- 
tenant Percival Butler was born, as well as Lieut. Edward 
Butler, the youngest son. 
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2 The Butler Family of the Pennsylvania Line. 

Thomas Butler, the father, belonged to the Church of 
England, and was prominent in securing the building of the 
original (St. John's) Episcopal Church, which stood on the 
northeast corner of the public square at Carlisle. There is a 
petition on file, in the State Department at Harrisburg, signed 
by Robert Callender, George Croghan, Thomas Smallman, 
and Thomas Butler in 1765, "on behalf of the members of 
the Church of England in Cumberland County," representing 
that they had in part erected a church in Carlisle, but from 
the smallness of their number, and so forth, they were unable 
to finish it, and praying relief ; which was granted by includ- 
ing the enterprise in the lottery Act of February 15 of that 
year. 

F. P. Blair relates an anecdote of 1781, when the In- 
dians became troublesome on the frontiers, derived from a 
letter belonging to an old Pennsylvania friend of the Butler 
parents, who brought it with him from Ireland. "While 
the five sons," says the epistle, "were absent from home 
in the service of the country, the old father took it into 
his head to go also. The neighbors remonstrated, but his 
wife said: 'Let him go; I can get along without him, and 
have something to feed the army in the bargain ; and the 
country wants every man who can shoulder a musket.'" 
It was doubtless this extraordinary zeal of the family Gen. 
Washington had in mind, when at his own table, surrounded 
by a large party of oflScers, he gave as a toast, "The Butlers 
and their five sons." This anecdote rests upon the authority 
of Gen. Finley, of Cincinnati, who long survived his com- 
rades in arms, and delighted to talk of their martial deeds. 
Gen. Lafayette, in a letter still extant in the possession of a 
lady connected by marriage with the Butlers, wrote: " When 
I wished a thing well done, I ordered a Butler to do it." 

I. General Eichard Butler, the oldest, was recommended 
by the Pennsylvania Convention of 1776 for Major of the 8th 
Pennsylvania Regiment, and was elected by Congress and 
commissioned July 20, 1776. He was promoted Lieutenant- 
Colonel, and then, June 9, 1777, was transferred to Morgan's 
celebrated rifle command, which owed to him much of its 
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high character. The cool disciplined valor, that gave steady 
and deadly direction to their rifles, was derived principally 
from this officer, who devoted himself to the drill of his men. 
Personally he knew no fear. He was by the side of General 
Arnold in the attack on the Brunswicker's camp at Saratoga, 
when Arnold was wounded. He was promoted Colonel of 
the 9th, and commanded the left in Wayne's attack on Stony 
Point. Under the arrangement of 1781, he was placed in 
command of the 5th, and assigned to Wayne's detachment, 
which, after the capture of Cornwallis, was moved to Georgia, 
and only returned after the echo of the last gun of the Revolu- 
tion had died away forever. After the war he was constantly 
employed on public business, particularly in negotiations with 
the Indians ; and was commissioner for the purchase of the 
Erie triangle, and so forth. Upon the erection of Allegheny 
County, he was appointed Lieutenant of the county and one 
of the Judges of its several courts, and, on the adoption 
of the State Constitution of 1790, became the first State 
Senator from that county. A year afterward, November 4, 
1791, he fell— at St. Clair's defeat. 

Gen. Richard's son William died a Lieutenant of the Navy 
early in the war of 1812. Another son, Capt. James Butler, 
commanded the Pittsburgh Blues in the war of 1812, and 
was particularly distinguished in the battle of Mississinnawa; 
he died in Pittsburgh in April, 1842. Gen. Butler's daughter 
married Isaac Meason, forty years ago a leading and enterpris- 
ing citizen of Fayette County, owner of the Mt. Braddock 
estate near Uniontown. She was an educated lady of the old 
school, a devoted member of the Episcopal Church, noted for 
her charity, and admired for the dignity of her character and 
the rich endowments of her head and heart. She died some 
four years ago, in Uniontown, in the ninety-sixth year of her 
age. 

II. William Butler entered the Revolutionary War as Cap- 
tain in Col. Arthur St. Clair's Battalion, January 5, 1776, 
and was promoted Major October 7, 1776, serving during 
the campaign in Canada. Upon the organization of the Penn- 
sylvania Line he was promoted, September 30, 1776, Lieu- 
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tenant-Colonel of the 4th Regiment.^ Shortly after the battle 
of Monmouth he was ordered to Schoharie, New York, with 
his regiment and a detachment of Morgan's Eifl.es, to defend 
the frontiers of New York from Indian incursions. Simm's 
History of Schoharie County gives an interesting account of 
the activity of this command during the winter of 1778-9. 
In June, 1779, he joined Gen. James Clinton's command, and 
came down the river to take part in Sullivan's expedition. 
He was the favorite of the family, and was boasted of by this 
race of heroes as the coolest and bravest man in battle they 
had ever known. "When the army was greatly reduced in 
rank and file, and there were many superfluous officers, they 
organized themselves into a separate corps, and elected him 
to the command. Gen. Washington, however, declined re- 
ceiving this novel corps of commissioned soldiers, but in a 
testimonial, of which they were very proud, did honor to 
their devoted patriotism. He retired from the service Jan- 
uary 1, 1783, and died in Pittsburgh in 1789, and was buried 
in Trinity Churchyard. 

Col. Wm. Butler had two sons. One died in the navy; the 
other was a subaltern officer in "Wayne's Army in the battle 
with the Indians in 1794. 

III. Capt. Thomas Butler was a student of law in Judge 
Wilson's office, when, January 5, 1776, he was commissioned 
1st Lieutenant of his brother William's company in Col. 
Arthur St. Clair's Battalion, and October 4, 1776, was pro- 
moted Captain in the 3d Pennsylvania. At the battle of 
Brandywine he received the thanks of Gen. Washington on 
the field, through the commiander's aid Gen. Hamilton, for 
his intrepid conduct in rallying some retreating troops, and 
checking the enemy by a severe fire ; and at Monmouth Gen. 
Wayne thanked him for defending a defile in the face of a 
severe fire from the enemy, while Col. Richard Butler's regi- 
ment made good its retreat. At the close of the war he be- 
came a farmer, but entered the army again as Major in 1791. 

[^ For some account of the Colonel of this regiment, Lambert Cadwalader, 
see the Magazine, Yol. YI. pp. 209 et seq. — Ed.] 
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At St. Clair's defeat he headed a bayonet charge on horse- 
back, though his leg had been broken by a ball. It was with 
great difficulty that his surviving brother Edward removed 
him from the field. In 1794 he was Lieut.-Col. Commandant 
of the 4th sub-legion at Fort Fayette, Pittsburgh, which he 
prevented the insurgents from taking more by his name and 
threats than by his force. In 1803 he was arrested by the com- 
manding General Wilkinson, at Fort Adams on the Missis- 
sippi, and sent to Maryland, where he was tried by a court- 
martial, and acquitted of all the charges save that of wearing 
his hair} He returned to New Orleans and took command, 
but was rearrested. He died September 7, 1805, aged 57. Out 
of the arrest and persecution of this sturdy veteran, Wash- 
ington Irving (Knickerbocker) has worked up a fine piece of 
burlesque, in which Gen. Wilkinson's character is inimitably 
delineated in that of the vain and pompous General Von 
Poffenburgh. 

Lieut.-Col. Thomas Butler had three sons. The oldest was 
Judge Butler ; the second. Col. Robert Butler, was Gen. Jack- 
son's chief-of-staff throughout the war of 1812 ; while the 
third, William E. Butler, also served in Gen. Jackson's Army. 

IV. Percival Butler was commissioned 1st Lieutenant in 
the 3d Pennsylvania, Col. Thomas Craig's regiment, September 
1, 1777, when he was only eighteen years old. He wintered 
at Valley Forge, served in the battle of Monmouth, and was at 
the capture of Cornwallis. He went south with Wayne, and 
remained there until the close of the war. He emigrated to 
Kentucky in 1784, and married Miss Hawkins, of Lexington, 
sister-in-law of Col. Todd, who was killed in the battle of 
Blue Licks. He was the only survivor of the old stock when 
the war of 1812 began. He was made Adjutant-General of 
Kentucky, and in that capacity joined one of the detachments 
of troops sent oiF from that State. 

Percival Butler had four sons : first, Thomas, who was a 
captain and aid to Gen. Jackson at ISTew Orleans ; next, Gen. 

' [In disobedience of Wilkinson's well-known order to cut off queues, with 
regard to which see Dr. Murray's article hereafter cited. — Ed.] 
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William 0. Butler, who distinguished himself greatly in the 
war of 1812, and w^as candidate for Vice-President in 1848 ; 
third, Richard, Assistant Adjutant-General of Kentucky dur- 
ing the w^ar of 1812; and fourth, Percival Butler, a distin- 
guished lawyer, who was not of age to bear arms in the war 
of 1812. 

V. Edward Butler, the youngest of the five brothers, was 
too young to enter the army at the first stages of the Revolu- 
tion, but at an early age was made an Ensign of his brother 
Richard's 9th Pennsylvania Regiment. January 28, 1779, he 
was promoted Lieutenant, and continued in the army until 
the close of the Revolution, being then, 1783, a Lieutenant in 
the 2d Pennsylvania. He was a Captain at St. Clair's defeat, 
and subsequently was Adjutant-General of Gen. Wayne's 
Army. 

Of these five brothers four had sons, all of whom, with one 
exception, were engaged in the military or naval service of the 
country during the war of 1812. Of the second generation 
nine at least served in the Mexican War, Maj.-Gen. William 
0. Butler being second in command in the battle of Monte- 
rey, under Gen. Zachary Taylor.^ 

* Since filing this article for publication I have read Eev. Dr. J. A. Mur- 
ray's very interesting monograph on " The Butlers of Cumberland Yalley" 
in The Historical Register of January, 1883 (Dr. Wm. H. Egle, editor, 
Harrisburg, Pa.). I am at a loss to reconcile Mr. Blair's statement that 
the three older brothers were born in Ireland, with Dr. Murray's very cir- 
cumstantial account of Richard Butler '* taking up land near Conewago, May 
17, 1743," where the family lived for some time, '* subsequently removing to 
West Pennsboro, Cumberland County," and that all the sons were born in 
Pennsylvania. I suppose Mr. Blair's account was traditionary, and that the 
Dr. has anchored to the written record. From Dr. Murray's article I quote : 
Richard, born April 1, 1743; William, born January 6, 1745, died May IC, 
1789; Thomas, born May 28, 1748; Eleanor, born about 1754; Percival, 
born April 6, 1760, died Sept. 9, 1821; Edward, born March 20, 1762, died 
May 6, 1803. Edward G. W. Butler, son of Edward, was Colonel of 3d U. 
S. Dragoons in the Mexican War, and is still living in Louisiana, aged 83 
years. The wife of the latter died in 1875, the nearest relative of General 
and Mrs. Washington. She was a daughter of Lawrence Lewis and Eleanor 
P. Custis.— J. B. L. 

[Mr. Linn's statement with regard to the place of birth of Richard Butler 
is corroborated in the following article, which follows the family bible.— Ed.] 



